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INTRODUCTION 

Jesus loved and cared for his followers; one day 

with only five loaves and two fish he was able to 

feed a crowd of five thousand people. 

 

 

 

SORRY 

If we have wandered away from God’s 

friendship and love, let us tell him that we are 

sorry and ask for his forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 25 July 

 

 

17th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 

 

Year B 

 

 

Gospel:  

John 6:1-15 

 

 

 

Liturgical Colour: 

Green 
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GOSPEL (cf. John 6:1-15) 

Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee, and seeing that a large crowd had 

followed him along the shore, he turned to Philip and asked, ‘Where can 

we buy some bread to feed these people?’ Philip answered, ‘Master, it 

would cost a fortune to give each person even a small piece of bread!’ 

Then a small boy, with five loaves and two fish was brought to Jesus. 

‘This is all the food we have!’ the disciples said. 

‘Tell the people to sit down,’ Jesus said, and taking the bread and fish, 

he gave thanks to God, then he gave the food out to as many as five 

thousand people, and there was plenty for everyone. When they had 

finished eating, they filled twelve baskets with the scraps that were left! 

These people saw and believed that Jesus was indeed the Son of God. 
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 DISCUSSION 

In last week’s Gospel we heard about Jesus as the ‘Good Shepherd’ who 

takes care of the needs of his flock. What did the people on the hillside 

need that day? – The people had walked many kilometres that day to be 

with Jesus, and they were tired and hungry. It was many kilometres to 

the nearest town, and even then, Jesus and his disciples did not have 

enough money to buy food for so many! The people needed food, and 

Jesus provided it for them. 

How many people were in the crowd that day? – The Gospel tells us that 

as many as five thousand people needed to be fed that day. The exact 

number does not really matter, because normally five loaves and two 

fish could not possibly feed them all. 

Have you ever shared a meal with a large number of people? – At certain 

times of year, perhaps at Christmas or a birthday party, many friends 

and relatives gather together to share a meal. Usually, a lot of planning 

and preparation takes place, to make sure that there is enough for 

everyone to eat and drink. Imagine how the disciples must have felt 

when Jesus suddenly decided that they should feed this huge crowd of 

people! 

What did Jesus do with the loaves and fish? – He thanked God for his 

goodness, blessed the food and then shared it with the people. 

When does Jesus feed us? – Jesus said, I am the Bread of Life. If you eat 

this bread, I will live in you and you in me.’ At the Eucharistic meal, Jesus 

shares himself with us in a very special way, so we can grow in God’s 

love and be filled with joy and goodness. 
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***************** 

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, 

You fed the hungry crowds that day, 

And you feed us with the bread of life.  

Through the gift of yourself 

Help us to become more like you. Amen. 
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

 

 

Jesus is the Bread of Life 
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Confirmation Ceremony 

We are almost there! You have been given the date and we are all 

looking forward to your special day.  The Confirmation ceremony will 

take place during Mass. Here is a little reminder of what will happen. 

 

Laying On of Hands 

Celebrant: My dear friends, in baptism God our Father gave the new 

birth of eternal life to his chosen sons and daughters. Let us pray to our 

Father that he will pour out the Holy Spirit to strengthen his sons and 

daughters with his gifts and anoint them to be more like Christ, the Son 

of God. 

The celebrant stretches out his hands over the candidates and prays: 

All powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

by water and the Holy Spirit 

you freed your sons and daughters from sin  

and gave them new life.  

Send your Holy Spirit upon them  

to be their helper and guide.  

Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of right judgement and courage,  

the spirit of knowledge and reverence.  

Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Anointing with Chrism 

Celebrant: (Name), be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Child: Amen. 

Celebrant: Peace be with you. 

Child: And with your spirit.  

 

 

The material in this newsletter is taken from: 

www.stkilliancong.org  

Katie Thompson, The Complete Children’s Liturgy Book (Stowmarket: 

Kevin Mayhew Ltd., 1995). 

Grow in Love, Sixth Class (Dublin: Veritas).  

http://www.stkilliancong.org/
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This is the last newsletter and worksheet. A huge thank you to all of you 

who read the newsletters and answered the worksheets. We appreciate 

all the work you put in to preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

We look forward to seeing you on your special day and wish you all well 

in the future.  

 

Do not forget to stay in touch with the parish. Mass numbers are still 

limited for the moment, but you can always take part via the parish 

website.  

 

Do get in touch with us if you would like to take a more active part in the 

parish or if you have any questions. The email address is: 

wicklowrathnewsacraments@gmail.com  

Many thanks. 
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