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INTRODUCTION 

A branch cannot live and produce fruit unless it 

is nourished by the tree or plant to which it is 

attached. Today Jesus compares himself to a 

vine, and we are the branches which bear the 

fruit of his love.  

 

 

 

SORRY 

If Christ’s spirit is living in us then everyone will 

see the fruits of his presence:  love, happiness, 

forgiveness, generosity and honesty. 

Heavenly Father,  

The fruits of your Holy Spirit 

Are not always obvious in our lives. 

Prune away the parts of our lives 

Which stop us from growing strong, 

And fill us with your life and your love.  

 

 

 

Sunday, 2 May 

 

 

5th Sunday of 

Easter  

 

 

Year B 

 

 

Gospel:  

John 15:1-8 

 

 

 

Liturgical Colour: 

White 
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GOSPEL (John 15:1-8) 

Jesus told his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my father is the gardener 

who tends the vine. Any of my branches which don’t bear fruit are cut 

away, and the branches which carry fruit are pruned by him so that the 

following year they will produce even more.  

Because you have listened to and understood my message, you will bear 

much fruit. A branch that is cut off the vine will wither and die without 

producing any fruit. If you stay close to me and carry my words in your 

heart, then you will bear much fruit and truly be my disciple.’ 
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 DISCUSSION 

A gardener’s job is to make sure that the plants which he or she tends 

are healthy and strong. One way they can do this is by pruning. Do you 

know what pruning a plant means? – Pruning means cutting away any 

dead, damaged or weak stems or branches of a plant or tree. It 

encourages new growth by making the other buds and shoots grow 

strong and healthy. Can you find a picture of pruning in a gardening book 

or on the Internet? 

 

Do you know why it is important to prune fruit trees and vines properly? 

– Good pruning builds a strong framework of branches, but also 

encourages good fruit production for many years. By careful pruning, 

the good gardener keeps his plants strong and healthy, and every year 

they produce more and more fruit. Vines were a common sight where 

Jesus lived, and he used them in the story because they were familiar to 

everyone. 
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In today’s Gospel who was the vine and who was the gardener? – Jesus 

described himself as being like a vine, with us as the branches. God the 

Father was the gardener who did the necessary pruning. 

In this story what do you think Jesus was trying to explain? – Jesus used 

the story of the vine and branches to explain that we are all part of him. 

It is through Jesus that we have life, and through the work of his Father, 

‘the gardener’, that we flourish and grow strong. He ‘prunes’ away the 

things in our lives that make us weak or stop us from growing strong in 

faith and love. 

What are the fruits that Jesus wants us to bear? – Jesus is living and 

working in our lives, our thoughts, our actions and in our words. By being 

kind and loving, ready to forgive and honest and generous, the fruits of 

his love are there for all to see. 

  

 

***************** 

 

PRAYER 

Lord, 

Fill us with your life and love 

So that we will produce much fruit 

And a rich harvest for your sake. 
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MAY 

May is a very important month in the Catholic Church. May is the month 

when Catholics traditionally focus on Mary, the Mother of Jesus. The practice 

dates back at least 700 years and is still observed around the world today. 

May is seen as the beginning of new life and the start of summer, which 

makes this a logical time for the celebrations of Mary, who brought life into 

the world.  

Mary, the mother of Jesus, is also our mother. She is the mother of the whole 

world. What can we do to honour and celebrate Mary this month? 

 

Print out the calendar on page 7 or draw your own calendar for the 

month of May. Plan what you are going to do. Write in an activity for at 

least three days each week.  
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There are some ideas below or you can think of your own. You can of 

course do the same activity more than once.  

• Say the Hail Mary. 

• Make a May altar. 

• Draw, colour and cut out flowers and use them to decorate your 

May altar. 

• Gather some flowers – from your garden with permission or 

wildflowers – for your May altar. 

• Jesus did his first miracle because his mother asked him to. This was 

at the Wedding Feast of Cana. Find the story of the Wedding Feast 

of Cana in the Bible or on the Internet and read it. 

• Write a prayer to Mary. 

• Think about what Mary means to you. Write down your thoughts. 

• Say the prayer Hail Holy Queen. 

Hail Holy Queen, mother of mercy; 

Hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 

To you we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 

To you we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn then, most gracious advocate, 

Your eyes of mercy towards us; 

And after this our exile, 

Show to us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

• Memorise the prayer Hail Holy Queen 

• Mary was a kind and loving mother. Do an act of kindness for 

someone in your family or at school.  
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We want to keep in touch with you over the next few months. As we will 

not be able to see most of you in person for a few months still one of 

the ways in which we will be doing this is through this newsletter.  

 

Please fill in the short worksheet on our Parish Website; all the answers 

will either be in this newsletter or we will tell you where to look for the 

information you need. We will keep a record of everyone who is 

submitting their answers so please ask a parent or guardian to get in 

touch with us by emailing wicklowrathnewsacraments@gmail.com if 

you are having any problems. 

Many thanks. 

mailto:wicklowrathnewsacraments@gmail.com

